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mY PROVED | 4 
To be Conſiſtent in the C fauih of Grif ts 

' AND. be. : 
Im poſitions upon the Conſciences of Be Bow. 


kevers in Religious Practices, 
FOUND _ 4 
To be Antichriſtian, and Deſtruttive to both... SY 4 


By R. Ge '. Proteſtant. | 
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AQts.: 2. 42 And they continued in the Arſtles Doftrine and Fellowſhip. Yet 
Rom. 14. $23, Let every man be fully perſwaded in his own Gnas firwbak W F 
' not of Fauh i Sin, — — But—— - Eu 
4 Cor. 14. 10. Let all things be done decently and in Orbis —_—_ Y ct 
2 Cor. I. 24. Net that we have Dominion over your Faith. For—— 
2 Cor. 13. 10. T be Power given of the Lord to us, was not to Dam but ”. -: b 
Gal. 5- 1. - Stand faſt i in the Liberty wherein « Chriſt hath _ you free, and = ; 
be not again intengled with Toaks of Bondage. — Yet —— © "S ; 
Gal. 5 13, - Vſt not ww Saberry for an —_ to the Fleſh, but in Love OR bs 
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- To the Chriſtian Reater, whether E þ or Free. 
Ould I have ſatisfied my felf in ſmothering this Diſcourſe, it had _w_ 
_* appeared-in publick from me, now'in this my retiredneſs from the 
- noſe of the many Debates about Rites and Ceremonies in Li, it I 
- on, which have ſo miſerably rent and divided Proreſt ants=Spcz +. 
jn ſeparate Communions, judging and condemning one another becauſe of aif- 4 | 
ferent ontward Practices, and various apprehenſions in debatable Queltions 3 
-whercln , though they differ, each aboundrng in na ſenſe, yer they ought. = 
 -tocootim ie.ns: {One awake Lord, though in ſeveral diſtingt Fellowſhips, and diſs... 7 
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But being alaramed with the loud clamour- onthe one hand pf Church Go- 

wernment, Laws,. aud Orders of geueral and particular Meetings of the Friends of 

the Miniſtry, and others ; the neceſſity of one or more in the Church, having pow- 

er infallibly to determinerall Matter s controyerted} Haar £674;  {8:whom all muſt 

fubmir, thopgh dcneegs or Lage in;ithem{clyesg or alle be branded 

with the odious Names of Sch:ſmatick.,, Stragler, Breaktr of the Unity of the 

Body, and many worſe appellations, not worth the repeating. And on the 

other hand, with the Groans and Struglings of a few,who have not defiled their 

Garments; but are wreſtling for their Chriſtian. Liberty under differert outward 

Prattices. againſt Impoſitions and introauced Innovations, contrary to that great 

Principle of Convittion and Choice, upon which all Chriſtians were at firſt uni- 

ted4n diſtinCt Societies. | y ; 

And that from among a People ſeparating themſelves from the Communi- 

-.on of all other Chriſtians of what Denomination ſoeve;, upon the Principle 

of Immediate Inward Revelation of Light 'and Spirit, commmnicated to cvery 

man as he cometh into the World, for- his Convincement and conduct in all 

things he js to believe and praRice'in Religion, and condemning, in others an 

Tinpoſmg Eccleſiaſtical Power, as-tyrannous and contrary to that Inward Revela- 

25072, they haveſo often aſlerted to be in every man,to lead him into all Truth. 

© I am conſtrained in my mind thus to appear in publick, teſtifying to that 

Spiritual Order and Chriſtian Liberty eſtabliſhed by the Apoſtles in the firſt 

E Churches, and recorded in the New-Teſt ament;, as the only proper means for. 

|. preſerving any Chriſtsan Society from a confuſed, diſorderly Licentiouſneſs, and 
- Lyranuous uſurped Impoſings. | 

Lintend-not by publiſhing-this Diſcourſe, to enter into a debate with any 


my Soul in Patience; committing the Iſfue to.the-Loxd. | 

: i Neither wou{d'l be under to be ſo ingaged in any particular Company, 
=. of ProteStenti, ſ0-25 to-plead forthe one againſt the other : .Itis the firſt great 
6.” Foundation. Priuciple upon- which the Proteſtants ſeparated from thoſecf the 
 - Roman Communion, thatishere pleaded for, to wit, That the'Divine Autho-- 
rity of the Holy Scriptures withaut us, and the Illumination of the Holy Spirit 


Chriſtian for h;-1ſelf is reſtored to his Liberty of Inquiry & Chocce, & ſo freed 
/ fromthe Impoſition of unſtriptural Traditions by Popes & General Councils. . 

! Therefore what 1 am, matters not to this Diſcourſs, and what others may - 

jadge me to be becauſe of it, doth but little concern me ; every.man is to give 

an acconat of himſc}f to God, and not;hethati commends. himſelf, or is highly: 

accounted of by. others, but he who: the Loxd commends, is. approved. | 

bend” | FAREWELL. 
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"I piritual Order and Chriſtian Liberty, &c. 


THE Apoſtles of-our-Lord. Jeſus Chriſt haviag received: the Promiſe of 
A the Father, and fied with Power from on lugb,. went forth Preaching, 


Perſon; being reſolved, what ever entertainment it may meet with, to poſſeſs. 
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within us, gives final determination in Matters of. Retjpion::- Whereby every: 
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the Goſpel with great Power,. grving Witneſs to the Reſurreftion Fete Lord 
Jeſus, and Multitudes believed, and great Grace. fell upon them all-' They cane 
not with outward Force upon the uabelieving World; neither did they ma* 
giſteriaſly, as by an unaccountable authority, impoſe upon Believers; Do- 
Crines and PraCtiſes tobe received by them, without inward convincement 3 
Nay, nay, God who commanded Light tofhine out of Darkneſs, ſhined in their 
Hearts ; therefore they knowing the tcrrours of the Lord, perſwaded men, 
they beſceched &prayed men to be reconciled toGod,commending themſelves in 
the ſight of God, to every mans Conſcience, ly requiring eyery one 1n the Church 
to be fully perſwaded 171 —_ : Whereby they b:came manifeſt both to 
God, and in the Conſciences. of thoſe that believed. | 

Whereupon the Diſciples multiplying, firſt at Feruſalem, 2nd afterwards'in 
other Places,they were gathered into ſeveral diſtin Congregations or Churches 
each diſtinct Congregation continuing together with one accord,yabode ſted- 
faſtly in the Apoſtles Doftrine and Fellowſhip, the care of whom was upon 
them, by whoſe Miniſtry they were firſt gathered, for their Eſtabliſhment in 
their moſt. Holy Faith : who therefore delivered to them, when preſent a- 
mong them, and in Letters when abſent from them, fuch Inſtructions, as ( be- 
ing obſerved ) might preſerve them ( though in diſtinCt Fellowſhips ) as the 
Houſhould of God, built upon the Foundation of the Prophets and Apoſiles, Feſus 
Chriſt himſelf being the Chief Corner Stone, inthe Unity of the Spirit, in the Bond 
of, Peace, | | 
Fn weread in their Epiſtles theſe and ſuch like Precepts ; T1 beſeech you 
Brethren, mark.them which cauſe Diviſuns and Offences, contrary to the Doftrine 
which you have learned, and avoid ther®: Be perfeitly in the ſame Mind and in 


. the ſame lng: "export. Tbeſeech you Brethren, be Followers of me ; for this Cauſe 


have I ſent T imotheus, who is faithful in the Lord, who will bring you in remem>- 
brance of my ways, as T1 teach every where, in every Church : Now [ pray you Bre« 
thren, that you remember me in all things, andkeep the Ordinances as I delivered 
them to -_ : Know them that labour among you, and are over you in the Lord 
eſteem them highly for their Works ſake ;; hn, rebuke with all authority ;, let 
no man diſpiſe thee; let all things be done decently, and in Order. 
Thus alſo the Apoſtles being guided by the unerring condu& of the Spirit 
of God, indiſcarge of the Miniſtry committed to them, whereof they gave 
ſufficient Evidence, to the ſtopping the Mouthes of Gain-ſayers, could with 
an infallable certainty preface their Determinations, in matters controverted 
in theChurches referred to them, Viz. 1r ſeemech good to the holy Ghoſt and to us: 
which for any Perſon or Perſons now to pretend to, by an alletged uninter- 
rupted ſucceſſion from the Apoſtles, or by a Revelation to that end, now in 
this Age received, withou: giving the like Evidence of their being ſo ſent and 
conducted, is but a vain empty boaſt, to make void the certainty of the holy 


Scripture, thereby to eſtabliſh in themſelves an unſcriptural Eccleſiaſtick, Pa- : I 
pacy over all in the Church. = a 
Aud as the Apoſtles were careſul to eſtabliſh the Spiritual Order of the Ga- "uy 
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(4) | 
ſpel in the Churches, they were no leſs careful to preferve their Chriſ5an Ls- 
erty, leſt under the pretence of Order, it ſhould be incroached upon by 
Church-Rulers, in whom the Formof Words might become ſtronger then the 
Power of Godlinels; as after a” dayes it indeed came to pals. | 
_ Hence wealſo find in the New Teſtament, Church-Rulers required, to be 


apt rozeach, ſober, patient in Meekneſs, inflrutting them that oppoſe ; no Stri- 


ker, no Railer, but in much for-bearance to feed the Flock of God, ot as 
Lords aver Gods Heritage, but as Enſamples to the Flock; not as having Domi- 
anion over their Faith, | as helpers of their Foy - For (faith the Apoſtle) the 
Authority given us of the Lord, 1s not for Deſtrutbion, but for Edification, The 
Spiritual Authority intruſted of the Lord with Church Officers, is to reach 

e Conſciences of all in the Church, to be manifeſt there ; and not to exalt 
Man over the Confciences of the Diſciples : Church-Rulers are not, becauſe 


© of their authority to force by Church-Orders or Laws, every one to ſubmit to 


every icular appointment they judge neceſſary to be eſtabliſhed in the 
Chnrch : becauſe PraCtices or DoRrines impoſed upon Perſons, to be belie- 
ved and ſubmitted to uncomvinced, edifies not, but deſtroys the work of God 
in their Hearts - the rr#e Miniſters beareth with the Uncharneſs of the weak, 
waiting till their Submiſſion to outward appointments be made neceſſary to 
them of the Lord, by iward Convincement :- whereas the falſe Miniſter al- 
lows not wnclearenſs 'in Diſſenters, as an excuſe for non-obedicnce, being 
fatisficd in an outward, formal, bodily Compliance. 


Thoſe that are to be ruled in the Church, are alſo-required in the New- 


Teſtament, to ſubmit to thoſe that have Authority over them in the Lord, yet So, 
as every one is tobe fully perſwaded in his own Mind : Chriſts Government 


is to be exerciſed in the Hearts of his People ; Truth is to carry with it con- 


viction in the Conſcience firſt, before it be ſubmitted to outwardly : Mar- 
ters of this kind are not to be taken vpon truſt ; we are commanded to try 
the Spirits, whether they be of God or not , weare to examine Doftrines, to 
hold faſt that which is cood : Chriſt®s Sheep they hear his Voice, and follow him, 
« Strangers Voice they will not hear, they that are Chriſts, are led by the Spirit 
of. Chriſt : this is the mein thing in Religion : Perſons arenot to be hurried 
Too haſtily into the PraRice of the decent Church-Orders,” but are to wait on 
the Lord, to clear the matter to- their Underſtandinys - they are to do no- 
thing of this kind dowbrizyly, but in clearneſs and Faith ; for what is not-of 
Faith, zs Sin: an Error here, 1s an Error 1n the Foundation; becauſe with- 
out Faith it is impoſſible to pleafe God. 

_ And further, that Chxrch-Government might not degenerate into Tyranny, 
and to preſerve Chriſtian- Liberty, the Apoſtle telis us wherein the Unity of 
the Church conſiſts -. the great end of Government is to preferve Church. 


' Unity, that there be 7s Schiſm in the Body : Chriſtians are therefore requi= 


red to be of one Mind, but mn the Lord ; their Unity is in the Spirit, not in 


an Un;formity of outward Praftices. We find that inthe firſt Churches they 
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—_zkcd iz diffrent; outward PraRices,. ſome obſerving a day, and ſome nor 
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ſame Church ; wherein they were commanded by the Apoſtle Paul (as a rvle 
in ſuch caſes to all Chriſtian Societies) not to jxdge one.anocther becauſe of 
them: whence is minifeſt, that not outward different Practices breaks the 
| Spiritual Unity of the Church, but judging one another becauſe of them, 'he 
< that obſerves a day, or other outward appointment in the Church, doing it 
| in the Lord, may have unity with. him that obſerves it not, alſo ix the Lord : 
- | It was ſo in the Apoſtles times, and it will be ſo ſtill, where GOD, and not 
| : Man, POWER, and not Form is exaked; for indeed the true ground of 
Unity among Chriſtians, is not that ſuch a Perſon is coxform to me in out- 
ward PraQices, but becauſe I find him im what he doth differing from me, 
walking in his integrity, according to his own underſtanding in the Lord, 
and this isthe ſtronger band of Unity betwixt us, then if we were both 
(withou: inward Convincement) in one uniform praCtiee - nothing is more 
pleaſant to behold in Chriſtian Societies (while-we ſebut in part, andeyery 
individual is.to ſee for himſelf) then different ſorts and ſizes of Chriſtians, 
every one in their own Station, learning their own Eeſſons.from Chriſt, to 
whom they are to give an Account, and yet in their diferexr Prattices,having 
Unity in the Lord one with another: this is indeed lovely to a- Spiritual Eye, 
though to the Carnal Eye it feems undecent and diſorderly : Indeed Unifor- 
ity in a Chriſtian Society is much tobe deſired ; but the Lord is to be wait- 
ed upon to bring People to this: Chriſtianity was begun inthe Spirit, and fo 
it muſt be continued ; nothing muſt be received by force of Charch-Autho- 
rity, or Arguments of mans Wiſdom, but as by Convincement the Con- 
fcience is perfwaded thereunto, where the Lord alone is to rule, who leads 
his People into the UVnity of the Spirit, in the midſt of different ontward 
Prattices. | pra F wn 
Fhus withont forced or conſtrained Commentaries and Meanings, by re- 
peating the very Words of the New-Feſtament, its manifeſt to'him whom 
the Power of an outward Form of Words without Life, or the Ways of Un- 
righteouſneſs hath not blinded, that both Spirieual Order and Chriſtian Liber- 
ty were eſtabliſhed by the Apoſtles in the firſt Churches. | 
Now that this Spiritual Government and Chriſtian Liberty are conſiftent in 
one and the ſame Chriſtian Society, neceſlarily follows beyond the reach of 
Contradition, becauſe it was ſo appointed by' the Apoſtles in the' firſt 
Ciurches;z Secondly, becauſe they walked 1n their Chuxch-Fellowſhips in 
the praQtice of them, both which is already cleared : Neither can any man 
ſuppoſe either that the Apoſtles gave forth inconſiſtent-and unpraQticable 
InſtruCtions-to the Churches, or that even in their own time, while preſent 
amongthem, they were never praRticed, though given forth, except he de- 
fign to leſſen their* Authoricy in the Churches, or the divine Autherity of the 
holy _ conveying to us the truth of theſe things, as 1 have already 
ſhewed. | 
* Butfurther, this Spirieual Government and Crriſtien Liberty are not only _ _ 
| conſiltent 4d 


p (5) 
obſerving it; ſome eating, and ſome not eating, and that in one and the 
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X L :confſiſtent, and was accordingly practiſed in 'the firſt Clurehes, but i: was alſo 
E-- ___ that -it ſhould be ſo, becauſe thereby.che Spiritual Vniry and Peace of 


| x pda preſery?d, on the one hand. from Confuſion, on the other band ' 


pm-7 , [all things being done decently and inorders. and yet mm Charit 
.and OE b6e wie 3 Therefore the dpoſtle-B owl finding Diviſions to be Wis 
znto.the Church at Corinth, and to prevent the like at the Church at Rome, 
in his Epiſtles to.thoſe Churches, he leads them to the praCtice of this Spirs- 
tual Government and Chriſtian Liberty, as the moſt proper remedy to recover 
'andpreſervethem inthe Peace and Unity of the-Goſpel, which he that will be at 
he pains to read, may Perceive. ds /+ | 
- Indeed, under the-01d Covenant, the Service thereof ſtaod in Meats and 
Driaks, agd divers Waſhings, obſerving Times and Days, and carnal Ordi- 
Rances, weil the time of the Reformation, but now that time being come, un- 
: the New-Covenant, wherein the Lord faith, / will write my Laws 53 their 
res; in the Exerciſe of Church-Government among a People under that 
snſation, Chriſtian Liberty.is of abſolute Neceſlity ; the Law requiring 
bedience, being not -in Tables of Stone, but in their Hearts, they were to 
walk in the Order of the Goſpel, through the Conwvincement of that Law in their 
Hearts they were under. En. ; 

And the neceſlity of the continnation of both theſe conjoyned together is al- 
fo manifeſt, by the ſad -Conſequences which, have followed there, where 
'Chnrch Government hath been exalted on the Ruines of Chriſtian Liberty - at 
this Door this dark barb " Apoſtacy entred into the Church at the firſt, a 


Myrrygf Iniquity that n to work in the days of the Apoſtles, not by a 
Demas that foriook the bark a Deotrephes that ſought SES not. & yu 
mong them for.in the exerciſe of Church-Governwment_in Chriſtian Societies, 
had the Apoſtles Rules of Expediency, Edification, Peace and Chariry ( the beſt 
and only-Preſcrvatives of Goſpel Order ana Unity.) been-obſeryed in all Ages 
by. ChurchiRulers, the many Schi/mes that have rent and divided the Churches 
of Chriſt, had not entred -+ and when contrary to Chriſtian Liberty, Innovati- 
ens are impaſed by Charch- Authority, the Dyſſemers cannot in truth be reput- 
ed the Breakers of the Churches: Vniey, though accounted ſuch by the Impo- 
ſers,. - Butthe-many Schs/znes, and the ſad Conſequences of them in any Chriſti- 
an Society. is'then-molt juſtly laid to therr charge, who being Church Gowver- 
nowrs, under the name-of- Comely Orders, impoſe Vnſcriptural Traditions of the 
Elders, as neceſſary Conditions of Church-Communiecn, upon the Conſciences 
of the Diſciples, unto which they are required to ſubmit, though anclear,or un- 
coxvinced, as they would not be accounted Breakers of the Unity of the Body,and 
4. ſuch, beirefuſed The Spiritual Fellowſhig of the Church. 

Which kind of Japoſirzon, as it is manifeſt by what 1s ſaid already, to be 
contrary to the Doctrine of. the Vew- Teſtament, and tenour of the New-Co- 
venant x {0 it makes vaid the Foundation Principle of Pro:eftancy, is contra- 
ry to Right Reaſon, reallydeſtructive bcth to the Spirirenal Order axd Chriſtian 
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Eiberty of the Goſpel, andlaſt ofall, is a direft contradition:to:an: immediart- 
inward Revelation of the Spirit, as being a Rule to every particular Chriſtian. 
for his Conduct in al Religious Practices, and to that endimplanted iu every 
man as he-comes into the-World. £h Tr 601788 

Firſt, let:the ſerious Proteſtants examine the firſt and great Foundation: 
Principle on which they founded their Separation from thoſe of Rome ;-and: 
they will find, that to aflert the Divine Authoriry of the Holy Seriprures with- 
out 14, and gf the Illumination of the Holy Spirit within us ;, they proteſted. 


that zezther 1 raditions, Councils, Popes, nor Cannons of any viſible Church, but 


the Scripture only, interpreted by the Holy Spirit, gives final Determination” in 


Matters of Religion. Which 1s ſo wholly at once made void by this kind of. 


Ehurch- Impoſition,if allowed; that their Proteation becomes quite inſignificant. 


thereby. 
Secondly, it is contrary to Right Reaſon, to allow of ſuch an Impoſition in a: 


Ciriſtian Society z becauſe all in ſuch a Society are of one joynt. voluntary 4 


Communion; it is therefore moſt unreaſonable for vne or more of that Socie- 
ty to impoſe their final determinations in matters controverted on their Bre- 
thren unconvinced, and not referred to them: in reſpect ſuch Societies are to- 
be governed according to their firſt Principle of- Union, which is, /mward Per- 
ſwaſion, and therefore is to be upheld by that ſamePrinciple, leaſt it degene- 
rate-into Tyranny : Uniform Outward Practices they may be driver into, but 
they cannot be the Bord of: their Spiritual Union ; that being ever one and 
the ſame, whilſt. outward Practices are alcerable, ſo never to be impoſed as 
neceſſary, but to be perſwaded into, as they are found agreeable to the Rules 
of Conveniency, Edification, Peace and Charity , It is Man's Glory, that he is 
not Religious by any kind of outward force, but that in his worſhiping God, 
he offers up to him a free and reafonable Sacrifice ;. whereas this kind of 
Church Power once aUmitted, deprives Perſons of the uſe of their Reafon, who. 
by ſabmittinp unconvinced, do give' the Lye to their Underſtandings z in a 
ward, it/leaveth a man neither the uſe of his Reaſon as a Man, nor of his Spi- 
Titual Underſtanding as a Chriitiaz ;- and therefore cannot be of the God of 
T:xath, that hath indued every man with a reaſonable Soul, and every. Chriſti= 
an with a Spiritual Underſtanding. 29 
Thirdly, It is alfo deſtruQtive-both to the'Sprritual Order and' Chrijtian” 
Liverty of the Goſpel : this is ſuſficiently proved in the ſad Example of thoſe 
of. Rome ;, -where the many unneceſſary and unſcriptural Traditions, Rites, 


and Ceremonies impoſed, have wholly extinguiſhed the Spiritnal Order of the- 


Goſpel mentioned in the New-TeHament, and where the Bloody Inquiſition 
hath buried Chr:iiian Liberty, and' will infallibly produce the ſame event 
where itis received. ' '. | 

Laftly, The ContradiCtion hetwixt this kind of /mpoſition, and an:Immed;- 
ate Revelation of the Light and Spirit of God in every individual, as his uner-- 
ring Rule and Conductin every thing of Religion is maniteſt in this, that this 


Hanard: 
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 faward Revelationis afſerted to be therefore given to eyery man as he conteth 


Truth, without any neceſlity of hearkninguntoany outward Writings or In- 
ſtruQtions whatſoever, but as this Light leads thereunto; which if it be ſo, 
and thata Sociery be united npon that Principle in ofiegoynt Communion, the 
uſeteſsnefs of one or more in the Church having ſucha Power, or of general or 

particular outward Laws and Inſtrutions to order Matters in that Society, re- 
 quiring Obedience thereunto - And of the fore appointed Standing Meetings, 


of Meetings, further thai it becomes neceſſary to every individual Per- 

Ton of the Society, throvgh the Jnward Immediate Revelation of the Light in 
his own Particular then received, which he is to abide in, hearken unto, and 
.- obey, is ſo very manifeſt, that indeed it is a deſerting the Cauſe of Immediate 
Revelation, once ſo fiercely contended for, to be in every Man, to lead him in- 
to all Truth ; and on ths acknowledgement of the Inſufficiency of that Light 
within of it ſelf, ſo to lead them in whom it is, or to preſerve them 
therein. 

It remains in order-to the cloſing of this Diſcourſe, to examine ſome -of 
the arguments ofold, muſtered up by thoſe of the Roman Church againſt the 
Proteftants, and long ſince:refuted by them, and manifeſt in their Conſciences 
to have no force in them againſt this DoArine of the New TeFament treated 
of in this Diſcourſe, yet now again raiſed out of that Rubbiſh, to uphold this 
bttle new erefted Papacy. 

' 1s the Body to be without Government ? And if ſo, will it not turn into the con-= 
Fuſion_of the Ranters, every one having liberty to do what he pleaſeth? Is not 
this rather a Carnal Licentiouſneſs than Chritian Liberty ? 

:-Tanſwer, It-is not pleaded for here, that every one, or indeed, any one 
- ſhould do what he pleaſeth ; | bur-that none ſhould be conſtrained, or impoſed 
on £0. do what others pleaſe; but they: ſhould be lefc free to do what God 


introduce Confuſrox or Licentiouſneſs,in themeſpecially, who own the Divine 
Authority of the Holy Scripture as their Outward Rule : Indeed ſuch things 


the New Teſtament, and. the Leedings' of God?s Spirit according to them, is 

departed. from. Te Prat os 2007-7 F 25 
But, are we not to believe as the True Church Believes ? Is not the Infallible 

Spirit of Ged inhbu Church ? If ſo, what will you believe, if not as the True 

Church doth believes ? t7h re 

--Lanſwer, This 45 the old reaſoning of Carnal-Wiſdom, whereby Chriſt 

is juſtled out of his Office, and the Divine Authority of the Holy Scriptore 


which Argument is art large ſolidly refuted, and the Deceit lurking under that 
= Covering, clea:ly laid open, by W. Pex a Proteſtant, in his Book, cntituled, 
"7 © V8 4 - ST i264 e Ar 


jarothe World, as being of ir ſelf ſufficient. (if obeyed) to lead him into all 


* Weekly, Monthly, and Quarterly, and the frequenting the Set Times and Places 
ofthoſ - 


leaſeth ;, They that are ChriſPs, are led by his Spirit ; whoſe Condut cannot 


may enter into a Chriſtian Sociery ; but its. only: then, when the 'Dottrine of 


trampled upen, to iarrodace an foxplicer Blind Obedience ;, the ſtrength of 
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. *Apn Addreſs ts ProteFants, the Perufal whereof is recommended to the Peo- 
. Ple called Quakers, for their. Information herein: *I am ( faith he.) .to he- 
.<lieve as the true Church believes; but not- bzcauſe ſhe ſo believes, but be-* 
' ©cauſe I am convinced in my Conſcience of the truth of what ſhe believes ; 
* otherwiſe my Faith may be falſe, though hers be t;nve. We have the ſawe 
Rule for our Faith the true Church hath, and th: fame R-ations to indace us 
to believe, that ſhe hath ; the whole multicude of the Believers, who make.up 
the whole Church, having the ſame Rule of Feich with ime in particular z there- 
| fore I believe as the whole Church believes, but upon the fam? Principics 
and Motives upon which every one in particular believed, who firſt made up 
. a Chriſtian Church, which was Convittion and Choice and though I «uzhr 
. thus to believe, as the Holy Catholick Church believes, and that che Spirit of 
| God reſts in his Catholick, Church, yet [ am not iherefore blindly, withcut 
examination and convincement, to give up my whole Concern 1cmporal and 
Spiritual unto any particular Society of Chriſtians, even thougi 1 be ingaged 
as one among them in Church-Fellowſhip, as unto the Judgment of the Spirit of 
| Godin the Mer?s or Womens-Meertings ;, the generality among whom may be 
In a Decay, and the Dsſſenters may be the few who keep their Garments unde- 

_ filed, as moſt ordinarily in ages paſt it hath happened actually ro be 1a other 

_ Chriſtian Societies. a : 


: ? 
' Obj. Bur was there not a Government in the Churches in the A»;/tles Days ? Aud 
_ were there not Governours, and Governed ? And ſhonld it not be ſo ſtill ? Were 
' wot the F!.lers tofeed the Flock , and rule over them ; and was net the Flock, to 
ſubmit r:emſelves to them, and to follow their Faith, as they that muſt give an aC- 
count of their Souls? And it was not Tyranny then to exerciſe this Autgorty 
in the Church, how comes it to be ſo now ? R 


I anſwer, Courch.Goverxment 1s Spiritual, and only to be exerciſed Spiritu- 
. ally in the Conſciences of che Governed, not as Lording it over their Conſci- 
_ ences by an Eccleſiaſtich Fur:ſdittion, but by Per ſwaſion and Convittion to. be- 
come manifeſt in their Conſciences, waiting till the Lord ſhall reveal jr $0 
_ them : thus was Spiritual Government exerciſed-in the firſt Churches by their , 
Governours, according to the Rules of Expediency, Edification, Peace and 
Charity, and thus did the Governed ſubmit themſelves in the Lord, whereby 
- they were preſerved in the Unity of the Spirit in diffrrent Outward PrzCtices ; 
. which being departed from, the Government becomes Tyrannous..: /, +. + ;, 


 Obj. But the infallibleJudgment in reference to Differences inthe Church ghouzh 
' it be fixed in the Spirit of God according to the [eftimany of the Scryptureg, 
ought it not to be exerciſed by one, or more, Ccrtain Perſon, or Perſuns, in the Ge= 
neral Meetings of . the Elders of the Body, ſo long as he o they. abide in the Con- 
- Auth of that Spirit, and are not in awDecay ? And what canbe the hqzgrd to ſay, 
Ge Eande ig B : * " Thas o 
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That in ſuch a Church there is ſtill an [nfallible Fudgment in one or more ſo guid- 
 - ed, ro whom allare zo ſubmit ? In reſpett we are not to imagine, that in a Chri.- 
2 ian Society there muſt be no Orders made or executed for the better regulating 
of the Society, or that among them, Matters controverted ſhall never be frall dee 
termined. | 


* Tanſwer, In ſach a Society, Matters controverted, may and onght to be fi- 
nally determined by Perfons of the Society, to whom they ſhould be referred : 
and it reſts in the power of any one particular Church to make Orders for 
So the better Governing of the Church; the Exerciſe whereof may be commir- 
ved by the Church to particular Elders and Overſeers, to whom in their a&ts 
” of Government they are accountable : but in the framing ſuch Orders, and 
-'In-the Exerciſe of Church-Government, the Rules of Expediency, Edification, 
Peace and Charity are ever to be obſerved, that the Confciences of the Deſci- 
ples may be preſerved tender under the feeling of Chriſs Government within 
them, that Obedience be never impoſed as neceſſary upon them, but as the 
Lord ſhall clear the Matter to them : for this being departed from, it ceafeth 
to be the Sprritual Government of Chrilt, exerciſed in his Church according to 
the New -x jo wel and becomes an Eccleſiaſtcal Furiſdiftion vſurped, and ty- 
rannouſly exerciſed over the Conſciences of the Diſciptes : So that in any par- 
ticular Church, there is no nceellity of any Perſon, or Perſons, one or more, 
| Pope or General Councils having ſuch a Power, though Builders 57 Babylon 
would make it neceſſary, for preſerving in themſelves an Eccleſiaſtical Suprc- 
macy over the Scriptures and the Confſciences of all in the Chxrch : the ha- 
" zardof which Doctrine is manifeſt in the Apoſiacy of thoſe of Rozre, from the 
Fruh and Order of the Goſpe] upon this very Principle, an External Fudpe in 
the Church.ane or more to bave az Infallible Fudgment,to whom altare to ſubmit, 
' Chopgh unconvinced ; the admitting whereof in any Chriian-Church is the 
readicſt way I know of iv make void their great Principle of Union, C:nvit9;- 
| --#% and Choice, and to introduce the neecellity of an 7mplicit Obedience to 31 
” _ mannerof Innovations Church-Rulers ſhall pleafe to impoſe, without a pol- 
” S$bllity inthe whole Church to remedy it : For to add, | 
—y ' So long as be ur they abids in the Condutt of that Spirit in their own parti- 
cular, and ſo not :n @ Decay : 
Is no morethan whatthey of Rome aſſert of themſelves; and the great que= 
. ſion here remains undetermined, Y:z. Who ſhall be Judge of the Life or De: 
cay of this: one or more? "Whether the Pope and the Council of Trent, or the 
" Diffenting ProteSFants*? Ihe very afluming ſuch a Power in themſelves at 
Trent, was a ſufficient evidence in the Conſciences of Difſenting PrateFtants, 
_ of their Decay thez, and it is ſo wow. 


-"Obj. But if there be no infallible Judgment to be expeftted now 5n the Church, how 
re theſe words of ur Þord's ts þ nader ſtood, Lo I am with you tothe end of 
LE: the 


4 - : 
© PORES," 
_- be UBS WM. Ss 
SE _ Sc - 
ee oh mw -£ » 
: » "Wits > *.— 
OR, wn 0S.. 


UN 


BT. . 


C82 3 "Rp 
the World, the Gates of Hell ſhall not prevail againſt it ? And how 5 the 
Church the Ground and Pillar of Truth ? | ; 


I Anſwer, The neceifity of this infallible Jadgment inone, or more inthe 
| Church, can no more be concluded from theſe words, than the Pope*s Supremes 
cy over Emperours and Kings, and the whole Carbolick Church, from the words 
of our Lord to Peter, Feed my Sheep : Theſe Exprcſhions in plaianeſs imports 
ing only this; That Jeſus Cariſt will be ſo preſent wich his Holy Carbolick 
Churchinthe World ſo long as it ſhall laſt, that the Gates of Hell ſhall not 
prevail againſt ic, ſoasin it the cruth of the Goſpet ſhall be preſerved and pros 
feſſed : which is not applicable to any one particular Charch ; for many that 
were ſuch in the days of the Apoſtles, are long fince ſo far prevailed vpon, 
by Hereſies, Perſecutions, and Devaſtations, that they have loſt, net only a 
Church-State according to the Order of the Goſpel, but alſo their yery Be- 
ingin the World, yet Chriſt's Preſence remains with his Chxrch, ſo as it ton- 
tinues in the World, the Ground and Pillar of Truth,againſt which the Powers 
of Darkneſs ſhall never ſo far prevail, fo as it ſhall not have a Being in the 
World, or ſhall ceaſe to be the Ground and Pillar of Truth. $5 


— 


{ Obj. But if there be no Infallitle Fudgment now to be expefted in rhe Church,wilt 
not both the Diſſemters,& they that are diſſented fromybe in the Miſt bothbitting at 
Random? And will not Religion degenerate into Sceptiſin ? 


| I Anſwer, Thereis no ſuch hazard,whcre the Divine Authority of the Ho> 

| ly Scriptmes,and the Illumination ofthe Holy Spirir of God in the ug lerſtand- 
ing of them, is owned and preſerved : and where People are called upon not 
to imbrace ontward Appointments too haſtily, but waic the Conduct of the 
Spirit of she Lord to lead intoall 77th according to the Scriptures ; and this 
can never be the neceſſary conſequence of this Doctrine, however theſe Ma- 
Fers of Order would impoſe ſuch an Inference upon it - but we do indeed then 
hit at random, and are in the miſt, blindfolded, when being denyed the uſe of 
our Reaſon and Spiritual Underſtanding, we are required to ſubmit to out- 
ward Impoſitions ; to be firſt blindfolded, and then led by ſuch blind Guides, 
{ b is the ſhorteſt way I know of, to fall into the Ditch. 


Obj. But if any through unclearneſs or diſobedience,do not ſubmit ,is not the Church 
to aeny them her Spiritual F eRowſhip ? If in Civil Corporations or Societies they 4 
have power to declare the Breakers of the Fundamental Articles of their Society, =_ 
to have forfeited their Right in the Society, why ſhould it not be ſo in Chriſtian A 
Societies, without the brand of Tyranny ? 


l Anſwer, The chiefeſt Liberty pleaded for in this Diſcourſe, is not on 
their behalf who break the Fundamental Spiritual Band of the Churches Uni-- E 
ty, which is the Spirit of God by — and Choice uniting them together.in, + 
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al. pho walk {candalouſly in a diſordered prophane Converſation, unſyi- 
Ile to the Holineſs of the Goſpel, and thoſe who avowedly maintain, and 


E-/ - ſtentwith the very Fundamental Principles of the Chriſtian F aith,from all ſuch 
” . as havinga Form of Godlineſs, but denying the Power thereof, and as having 
 _ days the Chriſtians were to turn from; and it ought to be ſo now in all Chri- 
= ftiar Societies, walking according to that Pattern, as is clear in the New- 
Teſtament. + | | 


Bux ifPerſons make Outward Bangs of Church-Unirty as neceſſary Condi-: 
” © tions of Church Communion, which was not in the firſt Churches, and impoſe. 
-themcontrary to the Apoſtles Rules of Expedrency, Edification, ' Peace and 
= - Charity, oblizing all perſons in the Church, notwithſtanding any unclearneſs' 
in themſelves, to a ſubmiſſive obedience thereunto, as unto the Judgment of 
_ thESpirit of God in the Aer's and Women's Meetings, or be denied the Spi- 
ritual Fellowſhip of the Church : In this Caſe, the ſtanding faſt to Chrit:an 
tberty, not to be ſubject to Ordinances after the Commandments and Doftrines 
ef Men, is no breach of the Fundamental Articles of a Chri&ran Socrery, but a 
neceſſary Teſtimony a gainſt Introduced Innovations, contrary to them :- for in+ 
any Chriſtian Congregation, or Church, though there bs not an Uniformity in 
Outward.Pratices, becauſe of unclearneſs in the Conſciences of the Diſciples, 
_ In matters that are not plainly manifeſt to them all, to be of that weight as ut- 
* eerly to dilfolve the Spiritual Union, and break the Fundamental Articles of 
all Criſtian Socterity, as ſuch;;the Congregation, or Church is not to deny the: 
=> Difenters her Spiritual Fell-wſhip + Chriſtian Liberty was thus allowed of 
id the firſt Curches, and willbe {o ſtill, where Church Government is not turn- 
ed into Eccleſiaſtital Juriſdiftion in the hands of a few Church-Rulers, to 
E  yphold cheir Authority, over all in the Church. 
©. * Neicher are Chriizn Socteries like other:Corporations, becauſe not gather- 
=" edan the fame Grounds ; nor being gathered, & preſerved by the ſame Princi- 
- ples, nor governed by the ſame Methods 2 the ground of their being gathered: 
in Societies, is, their being firſt joyned/to the Lord by his Grace in their 
- Hearts, and then 2 voluntary joynlng together for their mutual Fdification in 
-. The holy things of the Goſpcl - this Principle which firlt united them, and 
L * chatonly preſerves them in onejoynt Body, in the exerciſe of that | Spiritual 
”” Eovernment, tat is confiltent with Chriſtian Liberty in different Outward 
Practices -* which Principle of Union, and Metiod of Government, no Civil 
Corporations pretend to. | a PRs ; 
Many more are the Cavi!s and Clamours that are raiſed by Babylows Buil- 
__ ders againſt this Doftrine treated of in this Diſcourſe, which are cafily confur- 
eddy ſuch as will conſult the IVew TeZFemert ;, from the plaianeſs and ſimpli- 
- at chexcof, ſome 1:7 of Learnino,& Maſters. of SetFs 1n their deepWiſdom 
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3s voluntary joyit Communion ; neither is it pleaded for 'on their behalfs' 
who breakthe Fundamental Articles of a Chriſtian Sociery, as ſuch, ro wit, 


e | 
inately. adhere unto thoſe damnable Hereſies,” as are manifeſtly inconſi- 


-- erredconcerning the Truth, overthrowing the Faith of ſome, inthe Apoſtles: 
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finding it their Intereſt, to depart, making indeed a ſhow of Wiſdom in Will- 
Worſhip, and Humility, and negleftiag of the Body, have intangled themſelves, 
in many Inventions, beginning even in the Apoſtles Days ; 1o early did the; 
AyStery of Tniquity in the Churches begin to work ; at firſt indeed under a, 
Form of Godlineſs, but denying the Power thereof ; which once being departed 
from, by degrees they come to make Shipwrack, both of Faith, and Order of, 
the Goſpel, as it was at firſt delivered by the Saints. rnd . 

In which Apoſtatized State, the Church-Rulers puffed up with-Pride and co- 
vetouſtieſs, never reſted until by crafcy, ſiniſter, and wicked means, they had 
eſtabliſhed in cthemſelves an Eccleſia#ical Furiſdittion and Supremacy over Em- 
perours and Kings, and the Conſciences of all Perſons in ( as they pretended ). 
the whole Catholick Church ;, whereby under the Names of Church, Miniſtry, 
Ordinances, and Order thereof, the true Church-State, Spiritual Order, true 
Minitry, and Ordinances of it were quite loſt, and the Image of thoſe things, 
in a Carnal, Worldly, Policick, Eccleſialtical Church-State, erected in the 
ſtead thereof : againſt whica in ſeveral times and ſeaſons, as it pleaſed God, 
he raiſed vp faithful Witneſſes, who ſealed their teſtimony againlit ſome or 0-' 
ther of theſe introduced Abominations with their Blood : after whom others 
aroſe through their Miniſtry and Sufferings, who running too haſtily in 
their own Wiſdoms to build up the Ryines of Zion, out of the Rubbiſh of Ba- 
bylon ( which, as accurſed ſtuff}, ſhould have bcen utterly rejected) God in 
his infinite Wiſdom divided them in their underſtandings ; ſo that-inſtead of 
Building one uniform Eccleſiaſtick StruRKure after the Pattern of that of Rome, 
they were ſcattered into ſeveral Parcies and Sects, each pitching a Taber- 
nacle for themſelves, and confining God to their Way, or Party. 

Among whom here is a ſad Inſtance of them, who having condemned this 
kind of Impoſicjon as Babylozniſh and Antichriftian in others, are nevertheleſs 
caſting after the ſame Copy : yea, behold here the very ſame Perſons, teſti- 
{tying of themſelves, that they were raiſed as Inſtruments in God's hands, to 
zather hiz People out of Babylon, out of the many divided SeCts in Chriſten- 
an, have fixed thernſelves m one particular Sect, bounded by, and limited 
unto outward Obſceryances, and thereby eſtabliſhed in themſelves Prehemi- 
nence over all thcir Litrle Flock, who, altho they have no authority from the 
Scriptures, nor the Law of the Nation, yet burden their Conſciences with un- 
ſcriptu:al Inventions, un{cr the pretence of the Comely and Decent Orders of the 
Church ; being deluded with this Errour, that they, and they only of that 
particular Company and Denomination, are the only true Church and Peo- 
ple of Jad, and that there is no further Diſpenſation of Light ro begxpected 
from the Lord, in_ bringing "his People out of Babylon, than that meaſure 
they are ſettled under hence bofly judging all oihers, ( not having rheir 
Outward Mark in their Forecheads ) as out of the Truth ; a5 if any further ap- 
pzarance of God in his People were to be ayoided as New Light, wich 
ticceby they b:com? tempted to refiit and oppoſe ; not confidering that 
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>. - Whatever Outward Diſpenſation of Light God hath once gloriouſly appeared 
- In, yet he js nor limited thereby : the Life of God in eyery outward Admi- 
niſtration js one and the ſame, the adminiſtration being bur the Outward 
.Garmentthat he chuſeth and refuſerh ar his yREIs ; gathering his People, 
not out-of one SeCt, or Path only, bur out of various Adminiſtrations into 
himſelf, who i Love, and in his Love comprehending all the upright hearted, | 
however diſtinguiſhed from one another ; who therefore cannor be tied to | 
any one Form-; the Form being for ever to be ſubjed to the Power of God | 
"In its various appearances : there is therefore no certain knowing of the 
- power of Godlineſs by any outward Form it hath manifeſtly once appeared 
in ; the outward Form being to be known and owned, as the Power manifeſts 
it ſelf in and through it ; and this the Lord doth, that no Fleſh may glory 
In his Preſence ; that God alone, and not Man, may be exalted in delivering 
his People out of all che ſtreets of thar great City Babylon. | 
I ſhall conclude this Diſcourſe with the words of our Lord to his Deſciples | 
ina day when 4 Lofty Spirit was exalting it ſelf in ſome of them ; which 
'heexcludes out of his Church, to have no place in his Miniſters ; Mar. 20. 
25, 26, 27, 28, 29. Te know that the Princes of the Gentiles exerciſe Dominion 
over them, and they that are great exerciſe Lordſhip upon them : but it ſhall not 
be ſo among you ;, whoſoever will be great among you, let him be your Miniſter ; 
and whoſoever will be Chief among you, let him be your Servant : even as the 
Son of Man came not to be miniſtred unto, but to miniſter. 
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Poſtſcript. 


HE Writing hereof did eaſe and lighten my Mind very much ; and-- 
I have Peace in caſting in my Mite in behalf of Ziows Friends, a- 
gainſt the Builders of Babylon, whoſe* Spirit, under various Diſ= © 
guiſes, God hath in Mercy revealed to me, and made me a Witneſs 
aramſt the appearance of this Bealt ( fore prophiſied of, and rightly deſcribed in 
- Spirit by the Apoſtle John, Rev. 13. from the 11th. verſe to the end of that 
Chapter ) among the Quakers, under the Government and Order of —— 
aramſt in the year 1663 : at which time 1 foreſaw what is brought forth 
among them, and now known to the ſad Experience of many precious Souls under 
that Denominaticn : and I expett noother Meaſure ; for if our Lord was judged 
and rejetted by the Sett-MWalters and Fom-Builders 2 the Days of his Mini- 
fry, for not obſerving the Traditzons of the Elders ; what can thoſe of bis Fami- 
ly look for from Oppoſers and Gainſayers i this day, brought under the Power of 
Forms and Outward Obſervances, as the Band of their Church-Communion, ſince 
it was ever, and will be ſo in all Generations, the Sons of the BON D-Woman 
willgudge and perſecute the Children of the FR E E-Woman, but I reſt ſatisfitd 
n the Will of the Lord, waiting the day of Zions Redemption, when the ſcattered 
of the Lord*s Flock through many Outward Forms, ſhall be brought under the Powe 
er of that one great Goſpel Truth, That the Union of ve whole Jfracl of God 
walking under various Outward Practices, becauſe of different apprehenſions, ig in 
the Lowdonlp, #2 whom they are one, even then, waen they are found in different 


Obſervances about Outward CircumStances. 


Note, Reader, this above Poft/cript was not annexed to the Dif- 
courſe, but is part of a Letter to a Friend ; who apprehending it 
might be of Service to many of the ſcattered Ones of the true 
Fold ( who are deſpiſed and rej-Cted by the Proud and Self-Righte- 
ous Phariſees, the Sei#. Maſters of this PEOPLE ) hath therefore 


| inſerted it, 
FINIS. 


\ JMI 


